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but those coasts which face on to the world's great ocean
highways are of great value. France, with a seaboard on the
Atlantic and on the Mediterranean, has known how to utilize
this double advantage to her internal organization, while
Anglo-German rivalry has resulted in the support given to
Belgium and Holland by England, to prevent Germany from
expanding to the North Sea on a front larger than that she
alreadv possesses. Some measure of the importance attached
to this coastal factor is the generally accepted principle of the
extension of the State's sovereignty to a distance of three or
more miles out to sea, but, within certain limits, the physical
character of the State's seaboard has lost some of its original
value. Provided that the coast gives access to ocean highways
and to the interior of the State concerned, man's engineering
skill is such that harbours can be built where natural facilities
are not greatly favourable to dock construction.
Nevertheless, it remains true that the world's great ports
have been developed in physically favourable situations, but
the dominant factor has been two-way accessibility, to the
seas and to the interior. Lastly, it is worth noting that accessi-
bility to the sea through the possession of a seaboard leads,
in some cases, to the growth of a fishing industry which may
play an important part in the State's internal life. In this
sense, adjacent or even remote fishing-grounds may be regarded
as a territorial extension of the State, in so far as they provide
additional resources, not only in the supply of foodstuffs and
articles of trade, but as a source of recruitment for naval
purposes.
The relationship between climatic conditions and human
activity has already been mentioned in another context
(see pp. 35-36) and the need for a systematic scientific investiga-
tion in this field has been stressed. Without underestimating
the work of such investigators as Ellsworth Huntington and
Griffith Taylor, it may be fairly stated that this branch of
geographical study is still in the pioneer stage, and much
valuable knowledge is likely to accrue from its further progress,
not least from the micro-climatological researches which are
bong conducted in an increasing number of areas. Even so,
tfaere can be little doubt that climate is one of the most